Introduction
The genus Theognete was described by Champion (1902) to include one species, Theognete laevis Champion, based on two specimens, one from Cerro Zunil in Guatemala and the other from the "Sierra de Durango" (actually likely in Veracruz or Oaxaca [Champion 1903: 210] ) in México. Other than citations in checklists (Dalla Torre et al. 1932 , Blackwelder 1947 , O'Brien & Wibmer 1982 Alonso-Zarazaga 1999) , no subsequent mention has been made of species in this genus. However, rather than being a rare monobasic genus, as historical coverage in the literature would imply, Theognete is a hyperdiverse, commonly found and thus important genus in the leaf-litter inhabiting community of Coleoptera throughout México and northern Central America. Furthermore, whereas individual species distributions are very restricted, the genus is relatively widespread in northern Meso-America. It is now known that 94 species of Theognete are distributed throughout various forest types in México, Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras, and indications are that many more species likely await discovery.
Classification of Theognete
The genus Theognete is placed in the tribe Lymantini of the subfamily Molytinae (Alonso-Zarazaga & Lyal 1999). Lymanini are best characterized by the placement of the eyes, which are located beyond the constriction that demarcates the division between the head and the rostrum, thus appearing as if situated on the rostrum. The eyes vary in extent of development throughout the tribe, from absent or composed of a few very small facets to well-developed, large and distinct. The female genitalia lack styli on the coxites, and eyeless members of the group can thus be distinguished from superficially very similar eyeless Anchonini and Cossoninae, which possess such styli (Howden 1992) . Also, in Anchonini and most Cossoninae the eyes, if present, are located distinctly posteriorly of the head-rostrum constriction and thus are situated on the globular head. Theognete species have a more rounded and globose habitus than nearly all other lymantines, with the
